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It created the very position that was necessary for the policy of the Conservative leader. It enthroned him above the legitimate Protectionist attack. It obliterated the inde-cisiveness of the "Referendum" suggestion. The entire nation was ready on the morning of June 25th, to reiterate Mr. Baldwin's statement "That a more preposterous and insolent demand was never made on the leader of any political party."
It was in vain that Lord Rothermere insisted that the public ought to know who  they were  to  expect in the Cabinet.   The analogy of a Board of Directors was not convincing, especially when it had the support of Lord Melchett. Actually if Mr. Baldwin had published any of his Ministries in advance they would not have made an attractive "platform."  Lord Rothermere's proposition, however, had to be taken generally, and not in the particular instance.   Apart from the presumption of the Press in expressing political opinions, the noble lord had definitely implied the demand, so often half-expressed, for a Government of business men. How the false idea arose with such vigour at that moment seems obvious.  Statesmen had failed, and most egregiously Mr. Baldwin, for want of any purpose beyond keeping the present state of affairs in existence.   Business men have never had that difficulty; their purpose, which is material acquisition, has always been clearly defined.   The logic of the  comparison  is not  convincing,  since  if  a  statesman accepted this postulate of a business man, he would create more revolutions than he has  to fear even to-day, and, if he abandoned the postulate, he would lose his purpose and have  joined the   Conservative  leader  within   a  few months.   It was just  an instance of Lord  Rothermere's ignorance outside his own affairs, and his utter contempt for the art of statesmanship.   If a law-student were able to find himself conducting an intricate case in the Court of Appeal he would be diffident, not so a Press magnate advising on a point of high policy.  Mr. Baldwin was in a very strong position castigating Lord Rothermere.